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Umut Oran

In the general elections of June, 2011, Mr. Oran was elected as a 
MP of the Republican People’s Party (CHP) from the 3rd district 
of  Istanbul  to  the  Turkish  Grand  National  Assembly.  He  is 
currently the VP of the parliamentary sub-committee responsible 
for  EU  Accession  Talks  and  co-VP  of  the  EU-Turkey  Joint 
Parliamentary Committee. 

After  25  years  of  NGO  and  business  career  he  participated 
politics in 2008 by  being a candidate for the CHP Presidency. 
Between  May,  2010  and  July  2011,  he  was  one  of  the  vice 
presidents  of  the  CHP,  and  is  still  a  member  of  the  Party 
Assembly (the main policymaking mechanism of the CHP). He is 
a  close  follower  of  the  democratization  agenda  of  Turkish 
Republic, particularly in the perspective of EU Accession.
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Professionally  Mr.  Oran  was  the  owner  of  his  own  textile 
company. During his professional career he has taken executive 
roles  in  several  business  organizations.  He  was  particularly 
involved with projects concerning regional development and job 
creation  throughout  Anatolia.  Turkish  Clothing  Manufacturers’ 
Association pioneered for  opening of Anatolia to domestic and 
foreign investors with the slogan of “On-place Employment, Meal 
and Peace in Anatolia” that was “Project of Promoting Investment 
and  Employment  in  Anatolia,  specially  south-east  region  of 
Anatolia”  under  the  chairmanship  of  Oran.  He  represented 
Turkish  private  sector  in  various  common  platforms  with 
representatives  of  WTO,  European  Commission,  USA Foreign 
Trade and performed various studies. Between the years 2002-
2003 her  served as the President  of  the International  Apparel 
Federation (IAF).

Born  in  1963 in Germany,  he completed secondary  education 
and  high  school  at  Saint-Benoit  High  School  and  higher 
education  at  Marmara  University  Faculty  of  Economics  in 
English.  Mr.  Oran  is  married  and  the  former  football  player, 
speaks English and French.
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11 APRIL 2012

FRIENDS OF TURKEY MEETING

“THE 2023 VISION OF THE REPUBLICAN PEOPLE’S PARTY” 

I would like to begin my words by thanking our hosts, Friends 
of Turkey for organizing this event and Mr. Hannes Swoboda, 
Helene Flautre and the European Parliament for providing this 
opportunity. 

Over the years, Friends of Turkey have been a useful platform 
where debate on Turkey has flourished.

In the future we would like to increase our collaboration and 
continue to contribute to the debate.

Before I begin explaining CHP’s vision for Turkey in the next 
decade,  I  would  like  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  recent 
European Parliament report on Turkey. 

I  think  it  was a  well  balanced report,  that  showed that  the 
European Parliament is following what is happening in Turkey 
closely and objectively. 

I  find  the  concerns  about  the  rule  of  law,  practices  of  the 
judiciary, breaches of human rights particularly important. 

I believe some recommendations that’s in the report about 

• lowering the 10 percent electoral threshold, 

• reforming  the  judicial  system  in  terms  of  fairness, 
efficiency and independency,
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• protecting the  right of defence, 

• concerns about the media freedom and pressure to the 
journalists, 

• free and open political activity where the members of the 
parliament does not under threat of prosecution,

• narrow  interpretation  of  the  anti  terror  law  which 
restrains the freedom of speech 

are also issues that we have to deal with. 

Even in the Ergenekon and Balyoz cases we see breaches of 
human rights,  inconsistent  evidences  and  we are  happy to 
see the European Parliament shares this point of view. In the 
Constitution referendum of 2010,  our friends in Europe were 
supporting  the  change  in  High  Council  of  Judges  and 
Prosecutors.  Today,  we see do not  deliver  any  democracy 
and freedom to our country and people.

This is a good example showing that our friends in Europe 
needs to listen better all the voices coming out of Turkey and 
understand that there is solid argumentation and constructive 
intentions behind what CHP says.

Dear Friends,

When we look  at  Turkey,  we  see a  young  republic with  a 
young population and a dynamic economy. We have strong 
and  competitive  entrepreneurs,  we  have   2  million  young 
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people who are willing to go to a university every year,  50 
million people of our population is below the age 40.

Turkey  is  a  member  of  the  international  democratic 
community,  a  candidate  for  the  full  membership  for  the 
European Union, a strong ally in NATO and a member of the 
G20.

We have got  an historic,  strong and functioning multi  party 
system. Despite the problems in the application we have got 
democracy,  rule  of  law,  secularism and  social  state  in  our 
Constitution.  In addition to these, vast majority of our country 
accepted these values as irreversible. 

This is the positive side of the portrait. But when we look at 
the other side we see a different story. 

We  see  8  members  of  the  parliament  are  taken  under 
custody. One  member of the parliament who is in prison is a 
world  renowned  medical  professor  Mehmet  Haberal,  who 
couldn’t attend the funeral of his father and see her mother, 
before she died because the government did not allow him. 
Another member of the parliament, journalist Mustafa Balbay 
is under custody for more than one 1400 days and in isolation 
for more than 400 days.

Today more  than  100 journalists,  300 military  officers,  500 
students,  thousands  of  rural  politicians  and  academics  are 
imprisoned without any decision of guilty.

Prime Minister  openly  compared an unpublished book to  a 
bomb, our interior minister declared that writing a poem could 
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also be an act of terrorism and our EU Minister and Justice 
Minister  announced  every  journalist  that  is  in  prison  is  a 
terrorist without any judgement of an independent court. 

We  see  autocratic  pressure  from  the  government  to  the 
media, unions, civil society and every aspect of our country. 

After a decade of governance we have enough record of the 
vision of AKP. Ten years of government is enough to learn 
their way of thinking.

For  example  in  the  debates  of  the  education  proposal, 
opposition members of the parliament were attacked by the 
members of the government party. They close every door to a 
pluralistic, transparent, democratic debate and by brute force 
they   passed  the  law.  Instead  of  targeting  a  modern, 
democratic  education,  government  targets  raise  a  religious 
youth, in the prime minister’s words.

We see the basic values of our society are under threat. Rule 
of law, freedom of  speech,  media freedom, gender equality 
are diminishing. 

These are the challenges of our democracy that we have to 
face.  If  we  ignore  these  problems,  we will  only  ignore  our 
future and give our nations fate to uncertainty. 

As a strong candidate for full  membership of the European 
Union,  we  were  hoping  to  move  forward.  But  in  the  last 
decade  with  AKP  governance  Turkey  went  backwards  on 
universal values and the quality of democracy. 
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And for the next decade, we have a big question in front of us: 
Will we have a real democracy or will we have an authoritarian 
regime, solely ruled by a single party, which gives no right or 
opportunity to a democratic opposition?
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1) CHANGING POSITION OF CHP  

Dear Friends,

There was a perception in Europe that sees only one side of 
the  picture.  But  I  am  glad  to  say  that  this  perception  has 
widely changed, among other things, with the contributions of 
Commissioner Stefan Füle and the Friends of Turkey.

The  People’s  Republican  Party  is  not  only  being  more 
effective  in  policy  debate  in  Turkey  but  also  a  stronger 
advocate of progressive ideals in the international arena as 
we engage more with international political actors.

We manifested a new way in our politics. Now we are in every 
corner of Turkey and every major city in the world. We are in 
contact with civil society, we recently renewed our 86 year old 
statute which enables more representation and opportunities 
for the women and the youth. 

With   the  new changes,  we gave more rights  to  our  party 
members,  we  give  more  rights  to  our  grassroots  and 
supported the local bodies of our party by giving them more 
finance and authority.

From Socialist International to the Party of European Socialist, 
we are trying to contribute to every social democratic body in 
the world. Two weeks ago we hosted a meeting with Socialist 
International in stanbul about the Arap Spring. We are also inİ  
the middle east, supporting the social democrat movements, 
trying to empower new emerging societies.
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During this period of change we see the walls of perception is 
breaking and the truth finding a way over prejudices. We see 
people  starting  to  ask  questions  about  Turkey  and  the 
direction of our great country.

Therefore it is very important for me to be here to engage in 
debate  with  you   coming  from  various  political  groups 
represented in the European Parliament. 

This meeting provides a chance to present our vision for the 
future of Turkey, answer some questions like what is going to 
happen in Turkey in the next decade and how do the Social 
Democrats  envisage Turkey by 2023  and exchange ideas 
that will help us to hope for more. 
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2) THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF CHP  

Dear Friends,

The world is in a time of enormous change. On the one hand 
internet and information technologies empower people, create 
new  opportunities  for  the  global  economy  and  stability, 
diminishing  prejudices  which  leads  nations  to  hatred  and 
hostility.

As the recent events of the Arab Spring showed, when these 
opportunities  and  demand  of  freedom unites,  revolutionary 
changes can happen. 

Today all across the globe, people are much more demanding 
for a democratic and transparent system where the State is 
pluralistic and rule of law prevails.

Legendary social democratic leader Olof Palme once said  “for 
us  democracy  is  a  question  of  human  dignity”  To  protect 
human dignity and freedom, we believe to reform the state in 
a progressive way.

CHP wants a secular,  democratic country where the rule of 
law is guaranteed and a welfare state which protects the less 
fortunate of our society.

We want to reform economic and cultural life. We will reform 
the Education and health care systems, we will deal with the 
unemployment and we will deliver welfare state principle into 
life. 
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We believe, security, democracy and economy must be taken 
all together and the face of our country must change in every 
aspect.

We need justice and welfare in daily life. Not just the words of 
them but also the applications of them. We need democracy 
in practice and for everybody.

In  this  age  of  change  where  everybody  wants  more 
democracy,  to  meet  the  demands  of  our  society  and  the 
challenges of our time, we have to act bold, think smart and 
act strategically. 
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3) NEW CONSTITUTION  

For the first time in the Republic’s history, we have the chance 
to  forge  a  new  Constitution  that  is  entirely  undertaken  by 
elected civilians.

Before  moving  on  to  the content  of  the  new Constitution  I 
would like to stress the importance of the methodology to be 
followed.  In  addition  to  this,  government  must  have  a 
pluralistic,  democratic  mentality  which  really  wants  a 
democratic change.

In  this  respect,  despite  all  the  authoritarian  majority 
tendencies of the government, our leader has promised to be 
a constructive part of the  Constitution Sub Committee of the 
Turkish Grand National Assembly.

In the content of the new Constitution we want, 

• To  protect  the  principles  of  a  democratic  society  like 
secularism, welfare state, rule of law,
• Gender equality and equal representation, 
• Active  democracy  must  be  guaranteed  and  the 
limitations against the freedom of expression, media freedom, 
rights of meeting and protest must be abolished,
• Non  discrimination  principle  must  be  added  to  the 
Constitution with a independent institution that will watch the 
acts of discrimination in the state and daily life,
• Council  of Higher Education must be abolished and a 
way to free university must be open,
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• Decentralization  and  empowering  the  local  authorities 
must be debated.
• An effective checks and balances system
• Establish the autonomous institutions,
• Transparent and accountable state governance

But with the new Constitution,  we also need new laws and 
regulations.

4) RULE OF LAW  

Dear Friends,

Statue of the Council  of Europe, dated 1949, openly states 
that “Every member of the Council of Europe must accept the 
principles of the rule of law” 

Rule of law is a basic value of any democratic society and 
without this principle no state can protect the freedom, justice 
and equality in the society. 

CHP proposes  a strong reform to re-establish the rule of law 
in our country. 

We  need  a  change  in  the  system,  which  will  create 
transparency, efficiency and independency in the judiciary. 

The  composition  of  the  High  Council  of  Judges  and 
Prosecutors must be changed and government must be out of 
the judicial administration. 
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High Council of Judges and Prosecutors must be separated 
into two and an independent budget must  be dedicated for 
each of the councils.

The  all  powerful  courts  with  special  authority  need  to  be 
abolished simply because they have become courts  of  this 
regime. 

5) PERSONAL FREEDOMS AND LIBERTIES  

Rule of law is important but for a transparent and accountable 
government,  a  society  needs personal  liberties,  freedom of 
speech and media freedom also.

We  believe  we  have  to  accept  the  ethnical  and  cultural 
differences  and  fight  with  the  discrimination  against  any 
political, ethical, cultural identity.

Kurdish  citizens  of  Turkey  deserve  rights,  prosperity  and 
security  also.  Turkey  must  deliver  first  quality  of  health, 
education  and  judiciary  system.  What  is  true  for  western 
Turkey is also true for the eastern Turkey. They need better 
jobs, better opportunities and a better life.

The problem does not have a single angle, it is a pentagon 
which has got  economic  aspects,  security  aspects,  political 
aspects,  social  aspects  and  a  international  dimension.  We 
have to deal with both of them.

CHP  also  believes  in  media  freedom.  Free  press  is  a 
guarantee in a free society.
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2 Months  ago  I’ve  proposed  a  new legal  frame  which  will 
protects  the basic  rights  of  the journalists,  which will  make 
union membership mandotary, and restricts the media bosses 
from competing in public procurement tenders.

Our party proposed new regulations that revoke the articles in 
the penal code and anti terror law that strains the freedom of 
speech in our society. 

Also within this context, I would like to draw your attention to 
the recent decisions of the European Court of Human Rights 
on the need to prioritize freedom of press above all. In short, 
our claims are backed by international law.

We will continue to demand a reform in this subject and in the 
year of 2023 we want a Turkey where people will not fear from 
their own governments for their beliefs and ideals. A Turkey 
where   they  can criticisee  the acts  of  the  state  and  make 
governments accountable for their deeds.

Like famous philosopher  Emma Goldman once said: “people 
should  not  be  afraid  of  their  governments.  Governments 
should be afraid of their people”
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6) ELECTORAL SYSTEM   

Distinguished Guests,

In order to achieve a better democracy we also need a better 
political system.

For me, reforming the code of political parties and the election 
system is as important as the Constitutional change. 

If we have a democratic, participatory and pluralistic political 
system in which every member of the party can vote to elect 
their  representatives  and  at  the  same  time  every  eligible 
member can freely run for office. Our political  system must 
involve every fraction of the society. Only then we can have a 
more democratic society. 

Under  the current  political  parties  regime and the electoral 
system we  have  got  one  man leadership  in  parties  and  a 
threshold that diminishes fair competition in the politics. 

Therefore, the very high electoral threshold of 10% should be 
removed  and  a  whole  new  political  system  must  be 
constructed.

With this anti democratic system we will only face with new 
types of autocratic regimes. If we want freedom, we have to 
free our political party system also.
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7) FOREIGN RELATIONS  

Dear Friends,

CHP envisages a Turkey that is more proactive and consistent 
in its foreign relations that supports the people crying out for 
freedom and democracy and not their oppressive leaders.

We believe in a consistent state policy in foreign affairs. Even 
if  the  governments  change,  foreign  policy  of  the  Turkish 
Republic must be coherent with the past. 

Our foreign policy must  be drawn by values and long term 
goals not with the caprices of the leaders, partisanship, short 
term interests and effected by the interior politics.

We deny every kind of opportunism and we want principles in 
international relationships. 

For this reason, CHP’s commitment to the European Union 
membership  remains  solid.  We  do  not  want  a  Turkey-EU 
relationship  paralyzed  by  the  political  barriers  that  the 
accession talks present. Instead, we would like to reform the 
Turkey-EU relations by making sure that Turkey continues to 
change in the direction of EU standards and at the same time 
Turkey  contributes  to  defining  the  multi-culturalism  and 
democratic progress of EU.

Government threatened the EU to freeze the accession talks. 
It’s true that the EU should have solved the problem in the 
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island before accepting the membership of  Southern Cyprus. 
UN plan was a chance for it. 

But that does not happen and in 2005 same prime minister 
who has threatened  the EU to  freeze relations,  signed the 
commitments to the EU. At that time Southern Cyprus was a 
member of the European Union and the Prime Minister was 
well  aware  of  that  Southern  Cyprus  would  have  the 
presidency in the council of Europe.

This is not a consistent policy that is derived by principles, this 
is an example of a day to day policy which is derived by the 
short term goals.

Still with the positive progressive agenda of Mr. Stefan Füle 
we have got room to make reforms and take necessary steps 
to give the EU Accession process a new way. I want to openly 
thank to him for his contributions to the process.

For this reason, we are closely following the Euro crises and 
we are convinced that a stronger Europe will emerge out of 
the  crises.  I  believe  that  Europe  will  overcome  this  crisis 
through deeper economic, financial and political integration. In 
the words  of  Mr.  Jean Monnet,  “There  is  no future  for  the 
people of Europe other than in union”. I see Turkey as a part 
of that common future.

Turkey needs to engage more in the debate concerning the 
future goals of the European Union. In this respect we take 
the EU 2020 agenda for  growth very seriously  and believe 
that both economies have a great potential to benefit from it if 
pursued together.
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This is why, Turkey must and will be a part of the democratic 
zone of stability and security in Europe. 

A  democratic  Turkey  is  a  guarantee  for  a  more  powerful 
Europe  and  a  stabile  middle  east.   As  CHP  we  want 
democracy, freedom and justice in the ME-NA region and we 
are  supporting  the democratic  movements and people  who 
want  freedom and justice  in  their  country.  We believe with 
secularism, plural, transparent and accountable systems, the 
region can found the better life that they deserve. 

In regards transatlantic relationships, USA is an old ally for 
Turkey and we will continue the strategic partnership with this 
country. But as everybody knows, partners must benefit from 
the partnership equally. We have to improve and balance our 
relationship with the USA in terms of economy and security.

CHP wants an effective, progressive and proactive Turkey in 
every  region  and  from  Balkans  to  the  Caucasian,  from 
Moscow to the streets of Cairo we will support the values of 
democracy and strengthen ties between our countries for a 
secure and peaceful future.

8) ECONOMY  

The most important part of our economic vision is to provide 
Turkey  with  sustainable  growth  that  promotes  new  jobs 
creation  and  ensures  a  fair  redistribution  of  the  wealth 
produced.
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First  priorities  are  to  deal  with  the unemployment  problem, 
better human development, deal with the social injustice and 
regional differences.

We have make a new economic vision for Turkey, contacted 
with the civil society and representatives of the real economy.

With this project we want a growth in 6,1 percentage every 
year between the years of 2012 – 2015 and a 7,2 percantage 
of  growth  between  the  years  of  2016  to  2019.  We  are 
anticipating a 7,5 percantage of growth between the years of 
2020 and 2023. 

By 2023 we need to be able to add 800.000 new jobs to the 
economy per year and reach 85% of EU average in terms of 
GDP  per  capita.  Furthermore,  the  current  account  deficit 
should remain steady at 2.5% of the GDP. And unemployment 
will drop down to a level of 6 percent by 2023. 

By that year we envisage an export worth 650 billion dollars 
and import worth 750 billion dollars.  

In this projection we will bring the state to its regulating and 
supervision  position.  Markets  can  make  mistakes  and  the 
state has got a responsibility to their people to protect them 
from these faults.

In addition to this, Heavy taxes on citizens should be lower by 
increasing  the  efficiency  in  tax  collection  and  reducing, 
significantly the black economy.  We will bring a new reform to 
the taxation where rich will pay more and the poor for less.
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The  business  needs  to  be  conducted  in  a  competitive 
environment  with  level  playing  field  for  everyone.  Turkey 
needs to focus its attention to production of high quality goods 
as  well  as  services  and  a  growth  model  that  centres  total 
factor  productivity.  Within  this  context,  participation  of  the 
population  to  the  work  force  should  near  55%  and 
participation of women in the work force should level 40%.

We realize the need to transform our economy by increasing 
the  utilization  of  renewable  sources  of  energy  in  order  to 
decrease dependency on energy imports. 

We have to create new green collar job opportunities, more 
investment  in  technologies,  and  equal  opportunities  for 
everyone. 

Although  it  has  got  defects,  the  new  incentive  regime 
announced by the government is also a good way to support a 
healthy economic growth. With the new regime, government 
gives new opportunities to have competitive advantage for the 
investors that supports strong production supply chains. But 
the  incentive  must  be  widened,  must  cover  gradual 
employment,  support  the  employment  of  women and youth 
and must have a sector specific view in it.

Today Turkey is 73th in the economic freedom index. By the 
year 2023 we have to be in the first 20 in order to meet the 
demands of our great society. This is a claim which we can 
realize with the great momentum and demand for change in 
our society.

22



As I have mentioned before Turkey is a unique example not 
only  in  its  region  but  also  in  the  world.  However,  in  an 
increasingly  more  competitive  world  stage  it  needs  much 
better  governance  to  reach  its  full  potential.  The  Turkish 
society is young, increasingly better educated and dynamic. 

Despite these facts Turkey also has a lot of challenges ahead 
that it needs to address without delaying any further.

These challenges cannot be overcome by letting our private 
political agendas takeover the political scene. 

These challenges require a strong and bold leadership that 
can think smart and act strategically without losing sight of our 
common  universal  values.  Our  society  deserves  freedom, 
democracy and justice. We need a country where everybody 
can say what they think without any fear, where people can 
demand their rights in front of an effective court, where people 
are equal regardless of their gender, ethnic or sexual identity.

If  we  can  achieve  this,  than  we can  also  be  a  force  of  a 
renewed Europe.  We can contribute  to  the ideals  of  a just 
world, a fair economy, active democracies and equal societies 
across the continent.

Either  we realize our demographic advantage and potential 
and  equip  ourselves  with  the  necessary  democratic 
institutions  that  ensure  pluralistic,  representative  and 
transparent  governance or we fall  into a trap where Turkey 
becomes increasingly oppressive in response to the pressure 
from changing demographics and changes both at home and 
in the region.
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The opposition in  Turkey is getting stronger. CHP emerges 
with a new Turkey vision that promotes the well being of its 
citizens, promotes peace and democracy to its region.

What I can say is simple. We are focused, determined and 
ready to create a whole new Turkey. The hope of an equal, 
free  and  democratic  country  will  prevail  and  change  is 
inevitable.  

24


